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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Happy Spring, Pet Partners!  I hope this Gazette 
finds you and your pets well (and coping) during this 
extended lockdown.  Looking forward to the time, hope-
fully soon, when we can relax some of the limitations all 
of us have been dealing with.  A couple of limitations we 
still need to contend with: 

First, as you may be aware, there is a “pandemic” of 
Salmonellosis affecting Pine Siskins, one of the wild 
birds common here during the winter.  If you feed birds, 
your feeders should be down in order to limit the spread 
of this disease among the birds.  But you should be 
aware that Salmonellosis can be spread to our domestic 
pets should they ingest a dead or sick bird or eat the 
droppings, or seeds left under feeders.  So take care and 
clean up! 

Secondly, with the weather as wet as it has been 
recently, Dog Park users have seen the “Closed” sign up 
near the gate.  It is put up in order to protect the turf from 
racing or digging dogs when the ground is very wet.  So 
if you see the “Closed” sign displayed, that is what it 
means.  Please do not go into the park until the sign 
comes down. 

This said, I hope we can be as resilient to the chal-
lenges of Covid as the little daffodils I’ve seen during my 
dog walks.  They started blooming in January, were cov-
ered with snow during our storm this month, and have 
come to attention again since the snow has melted.  If 
they can do it, we can too.  Stay strong! 

 
Cheers, 
 
Becky 

Treasurer’s Report 

As of March 2021, VP/Treasurer, Edith 
Bryan, reported a bank balance of  $3,157.07 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How he thinks 

Dogs can’t speak (unfortunately), but they do use vari-
ous growls and barks to communicate, and they can learn 
language at approximately the same rate as a 3-year-old 
human. In fact, the average dog can learn 165 words. 
(When you’re teaching your pup a new phrase, go ahead 
and use baby talk, which dogs are significantly more atten-
tive to, research shows.) One study suggested that dogs 
may have a sense of time: “longer they were left alone, the 
more excited they were when their owners returned. An-
other study found that when treats were hidden in two of 
four locations, dogs remembered those locations 10 min-
utes later. There’s also evidence that dogs understand ob-
ject permanence —that is, even if you put away their be-
loved squeaky toy, they know it still exists. 
How he feels 

Some scientists believe that dogs experience basic 
emotions, such as joy. Research shows that they can tell 
when they were being praised and that their affection for 
you is not solely predicated on food. In one study, dogs 
were trained to lie still for an MRI; some were rewarded 
with hot dogs, and others with their owners’ praise. About 
25 percent of the dogs had a stronger response to praise 
than to treats. Dogs may also feel empathy. They have 
been shown to console other dogs who lost a fight, and 
they appear to express concern when their owners seem 
distressed. But despite that hangdog look when your pup’s 
been caught sitting on the sofa, he probably doesn’t feel 
remorse. When researchers videotaped dogs, they found 
that the dogs looked guilty when they were scolded even if 
they hadn’t disobeyed. (Next issue:  How he feels for 

you; How he sees the world.) 
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It was 1921, and America was 
emerging from a dark time—a pan-
demic and a war. 

Enter Laddie Boy, a handsome 
Airedale Terrier who was part of Presi-
dent Warren G. Harding’s “Return to 
Normalcy” campaign messaging. A cen-
tury ago, a romp with Laddie Boy 
showed an ailing American that the 
country was recovering from a flu that 
had killed 675,000 men, women and 
children and World War 1, a brutal con-
flict that had left 116,000 dead and 
countless others maimed. 

When Laddie Boy arrived at the 
White House, after Harding’s inaugura-
tion, the president carried that canine 
riot of brown, wiry curls right into a 
Cabinet meeting. Laddie Boy became a 
regular, sitting in a hand-carved chair 

Yuki, after all, gave the nation one 
of its most endearing portraits of John-
son. 

During the Vietnam War’s bloody 
Tet offensive in 1968, Johnson let off 
some steam by throwing his head back 
in the Oval Office and howling with 
Yuki. Though for many animal advo-
cates, that didn’t negate the damage 
done by the great “ear-life” scandal 
four years earlier, when Johnson lifted 
one of his beagles — the one named 
“Him,” not the one names “Her” — by 
the ears in front of reporters. 

Even when presidents are weir-
does, dogs help make them seem a 
little more normal.  

When staff members were trying 
to get then-candidate Herbert Hoover 
to smile for a portrait to use on his 
1928 campaign literature, they couldn’t 
capture Hoover looking even remotely 
warm or amicable. Then, his Belgian 
Malinois, King Tut, romped onto the 
scene and greeted Hoover. The pho-
tographer was quick enough to capture 
that tiny spark of humanity on Hoover’s 
face, and bingo, King Tut was famous, 
Hoover looked normal, election won. 

When he made it to the White 
House, King Tut didn’t just lounge 
around or attend Cabinet meetings, 
though. He joined the White House 
police patrol. During the Great Depres-

FROM LADDIE BOY TO MAJOR AND CHAMP. WHITE HOUSE DOGS HAVE  

COMFORTED ANXIOUS AMERICANS (WASHINGTON POST) 

made especially for him. Totally nor-
mal. 

And that’s how it feels with the 
Installment of First Doggos Major 
and Champ at the Biden White 
House over the weekend — our na-
tion’s return to some kind of normal. 

No word yet on whether German 
Shepherds Major and Champ will be 
up for Cabinet assignments. But Ma-
jor did give the White House a “first,” 
breaking the dog barrier by becoming 
the first shelter rescue dog to shed 
all over the rugs at 1600 Pennsyl-
vania Ave. 

 
 

Though that shouldn’t diminish 
the presence of Yuki in President 
Lyndon B. Johnson’s White House 
after Johnson’s daughter, Luci, found 
the vagabond mutt at a gas station in 
Texas. 
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Islands and Roosevelt deployed a 
costly, taxpayer funded search 
party. 

It never happened, but Roose-
velt’s Fala speech became an in-
stant classic: “You can criticize me, 
my wife and my family, but you can’t 
criticize my little dog. He’s Scotch 
and all these allegations about 
spending all this money have just 
made his little soul furious.” 

Even then Senator Richard M. 
Nixon got a popularity boost for 
standing by his dog, Checkers, 
when he defended himself against 
allegations that he had a slush fund. 
He went line by line, listing all his 
gifts and family expenditures (his 
Alexandria apartment cost $80 a 
month) in the speech, including that 
black-and-white Cocker Spaniel a 
fan had sent to his daughters, who 
fell in love with the dog. 

“And I just want to say this right 
now, that regardless of what they 
say about it, we’re gonna keep it,” 
he said. That dedication secured his 
spot on President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower’s ticket and gave him the vice 
presidency.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember, we said dogs. Presi-

dents brought a menagerie of other 
pets into the White House, too. But 
not all of the animal kingdom 

choices helped their images. 
President William Howard 

Taft had a cow, Andrew Johnson 
claimed the wild mice in his bed-
room as pets, and Martin Van 
Buren was gifted two big cats from 
the Sultan of Oman — reported as 
lions in an 1840 letter from the 
nervous envoy holding them in a 
room in the U.S. Consulate, but 
later identified as tigers by the 
Van Buren National Historic Site. 
Congress took action and told Van 
Buren he couldn’t keep them. 

(Tiger pictures are not 

Van Buren’s. They are for rep-

resentation only.) 

See what we are saying? 
Dogs = normal. Tigers = reality 
TV. No dogs, no dice. 

Still unsure: Let’s take it all 
the way back to George Washing-
ton. The father of our nation had 
fox hounds named Sweetlips, 
Scentwell and Vulcan; coon-
hounds named Drunkard, Taster, 
Tipsy and Tipler; a Greyhound 
named Cornwallis, and many oth-
ers. Washington owned 36 dogs 
total. That’s a whole lot of normal. 

Even weirder were the presi-
dents with no pets, a lineup that 
includes Millard Fillmore, Franklin 
Piers, Chester A. Arthur and, of 
course, Donald Trump. Case 
closed. 

Welcome back dogs. We’re 
so glad you’ve returned. 

 

FROM LADDIE BOY TO MAJOR AND CHAMP. WHITE HOUSE DOGS HAVE COM-

FORTED ANXIOUS AMERICANS (WASHINGTON POST) 

sion, at least someone found work in 
Hoover’s America. 

There’s only one pet memorial-
ized in sculpture on Washington’s 
mall: President Franklin D. Roose-
velt’s Scottish Terrier, Fala. He was 
Roosevelt’s constant companion, 
even in bronze. 

The little dog caused a scandal 
in 1944, when Roosevelt was run-
ning for his fourth term and a false 
rumor surfaced that Fala had been 
left behind on a trip to the Aleutian 
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Today is President's Day — a holi-
day originally created to celebrate the 
birthdays of U.S. presidents George 
Washington and Abraham Lincoln. It 
seems like the White House has gone to 
the dogs in recent years, but several 
cats have taken up residence there as 
well. Here’s a list of all the presidential 
kitties in American history. 

Did you know that the first cat that 
lived in the White House was owned by 
Abraham Lincoln? “Tabby” was the first 
cat to prevail in the White House. Later 
on, Lincoln found three freezing kittens 
on a trip to General Grant’s headquar-
ters. He took all three of them back to 
the White House with him. 

Rutherford B. Hayes, our 19th presi-
dent, had a cat named “Siam.” Siam was 
apparently the first Siamese cat to ever 
live in the United States. He was a gift to 
President Hayes’ wife from the American 
consul in Bangkok, Thailand. Hayes also 
had cats named “Miss Pussy” and Pic-
colomini.” 

The next cats to take over the White 
House were Tom Quartz and Slippers, 
who belonged to the 26th president 
Theodore Roosevelt. Tom Quartz was 
named after the cat in Roughing It,  by 
Mark Twain. Slippers was famous for 
her poly-dactyl toes and lounging in in-
convenient places. 

Woodrow Wilson, the 28th presi-
dent, had a cat named Puffins. Unfortu-
nately, there isn’t much information 
about Puffins on the internet. Wilson 
was an animal aficionado though and 
also had a ram, sheep, birds and two 
dogs. 

The next president to bring cats into 
the White House was Calvin  
Coolidge. Tiger, Timmy, Smokey and 
Blackie all came to live there. Coolidge’s 
cat Tiger was often seen riding around 
on the president’s neck. Tiger went 
missing and Coolidge called for help to 
find him through a radio announcement. 

Cats didn’t rule the roost again until 
30 years later when President John F. 
Kennedy let his daughter bring her cat 

“Tom Kitten” to the White House. Un-
fortunately, Tom Kitten didn’t stay there 
long due to Kennedy’s allergies. When 
Tom Kitten passed away, in 1962, he 
was given an obituary in the Washing-
ton newspaper. 

“Shan” belonged to the 38th Presi-
dent Gerald Ford’s daughter. Shan was 
a Siamese cat. Shan slept in Susan’s 
bed at night and spent time with the 
First Lady while Susan went to school 
during the day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jimmy Carter’s daughter had a cat 

with an interesting name — “Misty Ma-
larkey Ying Yang. This kitty was also a 
Siamese. 

The 42nd president, Bill Clinton, 
had a cat named “Socks” who moved in 
with the family in 1993. Socks lived for 
20 years. 

Socks, a tuxedo cat (black-and-
white) was given to Bill Clinton's 
daughter, Chelsea, by a friend from 
school. He was just a kitten then. 
Socks rose to power after the election 
and had his own fan club and newslet-
ter. As far as I know, he was never 
known to have an inappropriate rela-
tionship with anyone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perhaps the most famous White 

House feline inhabitant, Socks moved 
in with the Clintons in 1993. He was 
often taken for walks outside on a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

leash. Socks passed on in 2009 and 
his ashes were spread at the Gov-
ernor’s mansion in Arkansas.  

“Willie” Bush was the last cat to 
live in the White House and be-
longed to President George W. 
Bush. India was an all black cat who 
had been a member of the Bush 
family for many years before mov-
ing into the  White House with them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CATS IN THE WHITE HOUSE (PAWSITIVELY PETS) 

Calvin Coolidge with his beloved 

“Tiger” 

https://www.cat-lovers-only.com/tuxedo-cat.html
https://www.cat-lovers-only.com/tuxedo-cat.html
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President George W. Bush and 

miss Beazley hang out in the Oval 
Office between meetings in 2006. 
Chief White House photographer, 
Eric Draper, said Beazley was 
sweeter and more affectionate than 
her better-known, but mischievous,  
sibling Barney. 

After a four-year vacancy, the 
position of DOTUS was filled this 
week by Major and Champ Biden. 
When the two German Shepherds 
entered the White House, they 
brought a great opportunity to dig 
into the day-to-day doggie logistics 
in one of the busiest and most pow-
erful households in the world. 

For instance, who fills the water 
dish, rubs the bellies and scoops 
the poop? Can the pups just pop 
into the Oval Office? And what if 
one ruins a rug or bites an ambas-
sador? 

Here are the answers along 
with a peek into the lives of first 
dogs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Major Biden is far from the first 

rescue dog to live in the White 
House, but he is the first one to be 
adopted from an animal shelter.   

 

Who actually lets the dogs out? 
“Many first families care for their 

dogs themselves,” longtime White 
House Chief Usher Gary J. Walters 
said in an email. Walters oversaw the 
residence portion of the house through 
a slew of first canines, from Lucky 
Reagan in the 1980s through Barney 
and Miss Beazley Bush in the 2000s. 

However, every family is different, 
and members of the residence staff are 
ready to step in to help out with as 
much or as little as the family would 
like. 

Barbara and George J/W/ Bush 
were do-it-yourselfers, and the presi-
dent even bathed the dogs in the resi-
dence shower, said historian Jennifer 
Pickens, author of Pets at the White 
House.” The Fords were similar. 

Betty Ford told Pickens about a 
wee-hours potty run that went awry. 
The couple’s Golden Retriever, Liberty, 
was days from giving birth to nine pup-
pies and needed to go outside, so she 
woke up the president at 3 a.m. by lick-
ing his face. He dutifully pulled on his 
bathrobe and slippers and took her out 
to the South Lawn to do her business. 

When the pair returned to the 
house, the elevators to the residence 
floors had been shut down for the night. 
They schlepped up the stairs to the 
second and then third floors, only to 
find the doors bolted. They were locked 
out. 

“And there they were,” recalled 
Betty Ford in a 1978 memoir, “a Presi-
dent and his dog, wandering around in 
a stairwell in the wee small hours of the 
morning, not able to get back to bed. 
Finally, they came all the way down 
again, and by that time the Secret Ser-
vice had been alerted and somebody 
got the elevator started.” 

When Liberty gave birth to nine 
puppies in the White House in 1975, 
First Lady Betty Ford, posing with the 
brood along with daughter, Susan and 
President Gerald Ford, stayed up all 

night with her. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s hard to tell how involved 

the Bidens will be, as the family is 
just getting settled. But Mark 
Tobin, a Delaware police dog 
trainer, who worked with them, 
told I Washington Post reporter 
Maura Judkis that President Bi-
den wants to walk the dogs him-
self, a plan with plenty of prece-
dent. 

The Kennedys used to stroll 
down Pennsylvania Avenue with 
their dogs at night, when they 
were less likely to be recognized. 
Michelle Obama took Bo and 
Sunny, their Portuguese Water 
Dogs, on trails near the White 
House. Reagan decided to take 
Lucky, his larger Bouvier des 
Flandres, for a walk with British 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, in 1985, and photogra-
phers captured Thatcher laughing 
as the leashed Lucky practically 
dragged the president across the 
grass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some things that are simple 

for most people though, such as a 
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Bo had a space with water, 

treats and toys in the outer Oval 
Office, where he waited for Presi-
dent Barrack Obama in 2013. (Pete 
Souza, Official White House Photo) 

 
What do the dogs do at the 
White House all day? 

It depends on the dog — and 
their humans. 

Warren G. Harding took his 
Airedale, Laddie Boy, on golf out-
ings. Bo and Sunny Obama often 
accompanied the First Lady to offi-
cial duties, especially when she 
visited children’s groups. 

Many dogs have been allowed 
to roam the White House, including 
the staff offices in the East and 
West wings. 

Ranger, one of George H.W. 
Bush’s dogs, became such an ac-
complished moocher that he devel-
oped a weight problem, which 
prompted the president to issue a 
funny but pointed 1992 memo tell-
ing the staff to quit feeding him. 

George W. Bush’s dogs were 
often around — especially Barney, 
said Eric Draper, then the Chief 
White House photographer. 

The gregarious Scottish Terrier 
had become a celebrity with his 
“Barney Cam” dog’s eye-views of 
the White House Christmas deco-
rations in 2001. He even had his 
own publicity portraits, signed with 
an autopen version of his paw print. 

Barney walked the president 
from the residence to the Oval Of-
fice every morning, Draper said, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

then made his rounds through the 
house. 

“There would be a few occa-
sions where Barney would show up 
at the Oval Office door outside and 
look through the window, and the 
president would stop everything — 
whatever type of meeting it was — 
and walk over to the door and let him 
in,” Draper said. “And if he wanted to 
leave, then he would get up and let 
him out. So Barney had a full-access 
pass.” 

Barney had toys, treats and a 
water bowl in the outer Oval, where 
the president’s personal secretary 
sits, so he hung out there a lot, but 
Draper said the dog had a whole 
other life in the East Wing, where the 
First Lady’s office is located. 

That was also Bo Obama’s 
prime turf. 

Hannah August, who was Mi-
chelle Obama’s press secretary, said 
Bo showed up at her job interview. 

“I remember sitting in her office 
super, super nervous,” she said. 
“You know, this is the biggest inter-
view of my life for the most important 
position. And the first thing that hap-
pened was Bo came running into the 
Office before the First Lady. And I 
just remember petting him and my 
anxiety level went down several 
notches. 

While first dogs such as Bo 
Obama, walking with his family on 
the South Lawn in 2009, do not get 
Secret Service code names, his ca-

trip to the vet, could be a huge, disrup-
tive production for the first family. A 
perk of the office is that vets will often 
make house calls to the White House, 
or a staff member will chauffeur the 
dogs. 

Vacations are a different story, 
and the dogs usually go along. They 
sometimes fly on Air Force One, but 
that doesn’t exempt them from jurisdic-
tional animal regulations, such as 
those the Obamas had to navigate to 
take their dogs to Hawaii. 

When dogs stay home, there’s no 
need to hire a dog-sitter —the resi-
dence staff cares for them. 

Chief Groundskeeper Dale Haney, 
shown with Barney Bush in 2006, has 
looked after first dogs since he came 
to the White House in 1972. His first 
presidential charge was King Timahoe, 
Richard Nixon’s Irish Setter; his latest 
are Champ and Major Biden. 

Since the 1970s Chief Grounds-
keeper and dog whisperer extraordi-
naire, Dale Haney, has always volun-
teered to help wrangle and even train 
the family dogs, and his devotion to 
generations of presidential pets is leg-
endary. 

Walters said that when the White 
House was quickly evacuated amid the 
commotion of 9/11, Haney gathered up 
the Bush pets from the residence and 
kept them safe until they could be re-
united with First Lady Laura Bush. 

Haney has already been photo-
graphed with Champ and Major on the 
White House lawn. 

 

“WHO POURS THE KIBBLE?” AND OTHER ANSWERS ABOUT DAILY LIFE FOR DOGS IN 
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nine sister, Sunny, once (briefly wore an 
ID tag that gave her address as 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue. 

August called Bo “a natural born 
star” who showed a superhuman toler-
ance for silly ideas dreamed up by his 
humans, such as wearing bunny ears 
during the filming of a promo spot for the 
2012 White House Easter Egg Roll. He 
and Sunny received a surprising number 
of interview requests from the media. “I 
don’t know if they thought we would just 
write something in their voice in a silly 
way,” August said, but she always re-
fused...er, Bo and Sunny always de-
clined to comment.” 

In addition to his PR and East Wing 
duties, Bo checked on the White House 
garden every day with Haney, and he 
took his plant-inspecting job very seri-
ously, Michelle Obama wrote in her gar-
den book, “American Grown.” 

But after a long work day, Bo would 
try to boot first daughters, Sasha and 
Malia, out of their mother’s lap so he 
could have a cuddle. And at night, when 
the president was away, Bo sometimes 
got to sleep in the bed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lots of presidents’ dogs have made 

regular appearances in the Oval Office, 
and a few, including Gerald Ford’s Lib-
erty, have left messes behind. Here she 
greets Secretary of State, Henry Kiss-
inger and Maj. Gen. Brent Scowcroft, 
deputy assistant for national security 
affairs, in 1974. 
Have dogs ever wrecked anything — 
or bit anyone — in the White House? 

Yes and Yes. 
C-Span has already recorded a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biden dog voicing his opinion outside 
of the Oval Office, but that’s a small, 
charming faux pas compared with 
some of his predecessors. The most 
notorious breach of diplomacy was 
perpetrated by Pete, Teddy Roose-
velt’s Bull Terrier mix, who reportedly 
pantsed the visiting French ambas-
sador and chased him up a tree on 
the White House grounds in 1906, 
according to the White House Histori-
cal Association. After a similar situa-
tion the next year, involving a Navy 
Department clerk, Pete was exiled to 
the Roosevelt’s family farm. 

Since then, first pets have treed 
no diplomats (as far as we know) but 
an occasional nip or chomp has oc-
curred. 

Barney bit the finger of Reuters 
White House correspondent, Jona-
than Decker on camera in 2008 and 
once attacked a police dog, Draper 
said. Fortunately for Barney, the well-
trained police dog didn’t retaliate and 
President George W. Bush smoothed 
over the situation by inviting the ca-
nine and human officers into the Oval 
Office for photos. 

Millie Bush, one of George H.W. 
Bush’s English Springer Spaniels, 
was impeccably behaved around 
people, Pickens said, but she was a 
known squirrel hunter from her days 
living at the Naval Observatory. 
Ronald Reagan feared for his be-
loved White House squirrels, whom 
he fed with nuts he brought from 
Camp David. So, just before the 
elder Bushes moved to the White 
House, Reagan playfully put up a 
custom “Beware of Dog” sign next to 
the oval Office. Apparently most lawn 
critters couldn’t read, because in just 
a few months, Millie’s body count 
totaled four squirrels, three rats and 
a pigeon.  

Walters said Jimmy Carter’s son 
Chip had a “rather aggressive black 

 

“WHO POURS THE KIBBLE?” AND OTHER ANSWERS ABOUT DAILY LIFE FOR DOGS IN 

THE WHITE HOUSE (WASHINGTON POST) 

dog” that bit a number of the house-
keeping staff and ushers, including 
himself. “No major injury,” Walters said, 
“but I always carried a rolled up news-
paper with me when I went to their 
rooms on the third floor.” 

As for wrecking things, Walters 
said that during his tenure, dogs 
chewed some furniture now and then, 
but it was mostly minor damage to cas-
ual pieces in the family’s living area — 
nothing serious or historic. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buddy, shown here in 1999, loved 
Bill Clinton and sweets. The latter got 
him into big trouble at a holiday event. 

At least once though, disaster was 
narrowly avoided. In 1998, Bill Clinton 
grabbed his chocolate Lab, Buddy, at 
the last second as he  barreled toward 
an elaborate White House holiday des-
sert display in the Grand Foyer. Pick-
ens said Buddy spent the rest of the 
holiday season under 24-hour surveil-
lance. 

And of course, generations of 
White House dogs have peed and 
pooped in unsavory places. Often the 
staff cleaned up, but not always. 

Ford’s former press secretary, Ron 
Nessen, recounted in a 2006 op-ed that 
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one day Liberty made a mess on the 
rug in the Oval Office. As a Navy 
steward rushed to clean it up, Ford 
stopped him and said, “I’ll do that. No 
man should have to clean up after 
another man’s dog.” 

Many first families hired trainers 
for their dogs in hopes of heading off 
those sorts of situations. Jackie Ken-
nedy and her children even accompa-
nied their dog Clipper to obedience 
school. 

 
Have any puppies been born in the 
White House? 

Plenty of them, including Lib-
erty’s brood, and another by John F. 
Kennedy’s mixed-breed dog 
Pushinka, a gift from Soviet Leader 
Nikita Khrushchev. Before the Kenne-
dys could take her home, Pickens 
said, national security officials de-
manded that she go to Walter Reed 
to be tested for bombs, germs, micro-
phones and hidden listening devices. 
The president called her four off-
spring with his Welsh Terrier Charlie 
the “pupniks.”  (The puppies raised 
the Kennedy dog Tally to nine, ac-
cording to a 1964 interview  with 
White House Electrician Traphes 
Bryant, who had his hands full as 
their de facto dog-sitter. 

Pushinka, shown with her 
“pupniks,” was given to the Kennedys 

As we learn more about the cur-
rent first dogs’ daily lives, we will feel 
like we know a bit more about Presi-
dent Biden as well. After all, few of us 
have held the nuclear codes, but 
many of us have cleaned dog piddle 
out of a rug. 

“It’s those everyday stories that 
allow us to relate to our presidents,” 
Pickens said. “I do think sometimes 
the way a president interacts with his 
pet will tell you a lot about their char-
acter.” 

Author Jennifer Pickens said 
George H.W. Bush and Barbara 
Bush, shown with her granddaughter 
and Millie in 1991, were arguably the 
greatest pet lovers to have lived in 
the modern day White House. 

 

 
 

in 1961 by Soviet Leader Nikita Khru-
shchev. Her mother was one of the first 
two dogs to go into space. 

When George H.W. Bush’s Millie 
gave birth in the second-floor hair salon, 
Barbara Bush sat up through the night 
caring for the newborns. Among those 
newborns was Ranger, who eventually 
would live full-time with the elder 
Bushes, and Spot Fetcher, who became 
George W. Bush’s dog and the only one 
to live in the White House during two 
consecutive administrations. 

After the pups were born, the nor-
mally punctual president couldn’t get 
enough of them, said Tim McBride, a 
Raytheon executive who was then the 
president’s personal aide. 

One of my principal duties as his 
aide was to keep him on schedule for 
his appointments throughout the day,” 
McBride said in an email. “That became 
increasingly difficult as the President 
would race over to the South Lawn in 
between his meetings in the Oval Office 
to roll around in the grass with the pup-
pies.” 

George H.W. Bush’s fascination 
with Millie’s 1989 litter wreaked havoc 
on his schedule, said former aide Tim 
McBride. One of those puppies, 
Ranger, would become the president’s 
running buddy at Camp David. Long-
time White House Chief Usher, Gary J. 
Walters, said Bush walked his dogs 
every morning. 

 

“WHO POURS THE KIBBLE?” AND OTHER ANSWERS ABOUT DAILY LIFE FOR DOGS 

IN THE WHITE HOUSE (WASHINGTON POST) 

Champ Biden on White House 

Lawn 
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Volunteer Pet Care 
 
Panorama Pet Partners (PPP) began in 2007 after then new resident George Walling used the 
reader board to invite residents to his home to talk about a pet care co-op.  While PPP has grown 
from its humble beginnings, caring for all of the pets on campus remains the center of its mission. 
 
After we have lived at Panorama for awhile, our pets have generally introduced us to people they 
would love to have as a walker or sitter.  But when new residents first arrive, it can be challenging to 
identify a “Pet Buddy” for emergency situations.   
 
For all offers of assistance, please be respectful and ask about compensation.  
 
If you are unsuccessful in in securing assistance from the volunteers below, please call or email 
Richard Friedman at 5471 or rafriedman@sbcglobal.net. A review of our database can often provide 
just the connection you need. 
 
If you wish to volunteer, please contact Richard Friedman rafriedman@sbcglobal.net to indicate 
your interest.  Thank you to the new volunteers below, as well as those who have provided several 
years of service. 

Our Friends on the Rainbow Bridge 
 

 
Jan Gilmore     5755 
Lin Hampton     5037 
Rich Kalman     5554 
Marsha Majors            5697 
Emily Ray                   5739 
Rudy Ressler              5734 
Beth Seacord              5075 
Mary Ann Spahr    5907 
Mike Willis     5336 

LaceyDogWalkers.com  

Walkies!  
Karen Beacham 
Olympia, WA  98501 

Cat Sitting 
 

Carl Clinesmith    5508 
Lynn Elliott                  5912 
Robin/Bill  Hunt    5760 
Mavis Johnson     5333 
Linda Landig     5135 
Jerry Nelson               5580 
Karen Romanelli    5671 
Mary Ann Spahr    5907 
 

 

 

Donna Sorenson 

Cats Only 
870-2789 

Walkies! Karen Beacham 
Olympia, WA  98501 
250-3181 

Dog Sitting 

Jan Gilmore                5755 
Rich Kalman                5554 
Mary McAfee               5410  

In-Home Pet Sitting 

 Emily Dixon,360-870-2889 

 Lori McKinstry, Pet Nanny   541-218-6965; Email:  loriMckinstry15@yahoo.com 

Dog Walking Pet Sitting 

Mister Noonan 
BAMA Hargrave 

mailto:rafriedman@sbcglobal.net
http://www.laceydogwalkers.com/
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Pet Care Resources 

The following local businesses and websites have been recommended by PPP members.  Click on link 
or browser search, as some website names have been abbreviated.  Please contact Richard Friedman  
at 5471 or rafriedman@sbcglobal.net to add your favorite business to the list. 

BluePearlVet.com 
Specialty & Emergency Hospital 
5608 S. Durango St. 
Tacoma, WA  98409 
253-4740791 
 

Companion Veterinary  

Hospital 

5710 Ruddell Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-455-8090 

 

Dermatology Clinic 

8300 Quinault Dr. NE, Suite A 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-350-4756 

 

Eye Clinic for Animals 

3230—14th Avenue NW 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-866-0931 
 

FarmhouseVet.com 

7602 Steilacoom Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5684 
 

Hawks Prairie Veterinary 

Hospital  

8919 Martin Way E 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-459-6556 
 

Healthy Pets Animal  

Hospital 

2022 E 4th Ave 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-943-8900 

 
 

 

FluffyandFloyd.com 

5211 Capitol Blvd SE 
Tumwater, WA  98501 
360-584-9500 

MudBay.com 

8909 Martin Way E 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-459-9200  and 
5500 Corporate Center Lane. 
SE 
Lacey WA 98503 
360-810-888 
 

ThePetWorks.net 

407 4th Ave E 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-489-0134 

KittyKlinic.com 

4411 Lacey Blvd 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5603 

 

MountainViewVet.com 

4620 Whitman Lane SE 
Lacey, WA  98513 
360-438-9623 

 

OlympiaPetEmergency.net 

3011 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA  98501 
360-455-5155 

OlympiaVeterinaryCancer-

Center.com 

115 Eastside St SE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-339-3596 
 

Olympia Veterinary Hospital 
155 Division 
Olympia, WA   
360-352-7561 
 

Chambers Prairie Animal 
Hospital 
3100 Yelm Highway 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-491-3800 
 
SVSvets.com 
Seattle Veterinary Specialists 
805 Madison St., Suite 100 
Seattle, WA  98104 
206-624-9111 

 

SouthBayVet.com 

3600 S Bay Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-456-7387 

Veterinary Services 

Healing Touch 

Dr Wanda Buckner 

2307 Lilly Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-491-3187 

Pet Supplies 

Healing Energy 

VCA Lacey Animal Hos-

pital 

4242 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 
360-491-3960 

 

YourHousecallVet.net 

3209 Harrison Ave NW #175 
Olympia, WA 98502 
360-786-6536 

http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.farmhousevet.com
http://www.hawksprairieveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.hawksprairieveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.healthypetsanimalhospital.com
http://www.healthypetsanimalhospital.com
http://www.fluffyandfloyd.com
http://www.mudbay.com
http://www.thepetworks.net
http://www.kittyklinic.com
http://www.mountainviewvet.com
http://www.olympiapetemergency.net
http://www.olympiaveterinaryspecialists.com/cancer-center-home.php
http://www.olympiaveterinaryspecialists.com/cancer-center-home.php
http://www.southbayvet.com
http://chooseenergytherapy.com/energy-healing/methods/for-animals/
http://chooseenergytherapy.com/energy-healing/methods/for-animals/
http://www.vcahospitals.com/lacey
http://www.vcahospitals.com/lacey
http://www.yourhousecallvet.net
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Baroo Pet Spa 

2911 Marvin Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98516 
360-489-0106 

 

Canine Chateau  

1227 Sleater-Kinney Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-459-7570 

 

Capitol City Grooming  

1720 4th Ave E 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-360-754-4767 
 

FriendlyGrove.com 

2901 Friendly Grove Rd 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-352-1322 

Dogwoods Play and Stay 

5706 Keating Rd NW 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-866-7290 

 

FriendlyGrove.com 

2901 Friendly Grove Rd 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-352-1322 

 

FidosFarm.com 

9829 Evergreen Valley Rd SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-866-8347 

 

GratefulDogs.net 

1010 Homann Dr SE 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-438-2284 

 

LeadMeOn.com 

7400 Meridian Rd SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-878-8407 

 

Northwind Pet Care Center 

9902 Yelm Hwy SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-456-5631 

KittyKlinic.com 

4411 Lacey Blvd 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5603 

Dogs Love School 

September Morn 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-432-3633 

 

Lead Me On Training 

Ursula Pettyjohn 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-878-8407 

 
Human Animal 

Solutions 

Ann Howie LICSW, 

ACSW 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-493-2586 
 

Petamorphosis 

Debbie Lewis 
Olympia, WA   
360-556-9925 

Dog Boarding/Daycare 

Cat Boarding 

Dog Grooming  

 
Linda Herrick     5710 

Dog Training 

PET CARE RESOURCES  (Continued) 

Dog Grooming (Cont) 

Petsmart 

719 Sleater-Kinney 
Lacey, WA  98504 
360-493-0228 

Cat Grooming    

GratefulDogs.net 

1010 Homann Dr SE 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-438-2284 
 

Aussie Pet Mobile 

Scott Lankford 
Mobile Pet Grooming 
253-292-0331 
slankord@aussiepetmobile.com 
www.petgroomingtacoma.com 

Pet Newsletters 

Pet Connection Magazine 

www.petconnectionmagazine. 
com 
(360) 507-4251 
(425) 985-2872 

Pet Health Websites 

www.PetAdvisor.com 

www.DogFooAdvisor.com 

www.PoisonedPets.com 

www.VetStreet.com 

www.NoseToToes.com 

Pet Fostering/Adoption 

Old Dog Haven 

P.O. Box1409 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
206-280-7614 

http://www.caninechateaugrooming.com
http://www.friendlygrove.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=50&Itemid=56
http://www.dogwoodsplayandstay.com
http://www.friendlygrove.com
http://www.fidosfarm.com
http://www.gratefuldogsllc.net
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/#!boarding/ca4p
http://www.northwindpetcarecenter.com/
http://www.kittyklinic.com
http://www.dogsloveschool.com
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/
http://www.humananimalsolutions.com
http://www.humananimalsolutions.com
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/
http://www.gratefuldogsllc.net
http://www.dogsloveschool.com
http://www.yourhousecallvet.net
http://www.petadvisor.com
http://www.dogfoodadvisor.com
http://www.poisonedpets.com
http://www.vetstreet.com
http://www.nosetotoes.com
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PANORAMA PET PARTNERS 

1751 Circle Lane SE 

Lacey  WA  98503 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Panorama Pet Partners supports the well being 
of residents and their pets. 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Panorama Pet Partners (PPP) provides a 
venue for residents to exchange information 
regarding all aspects of pet care, including, but 
not limited to (1) volunteers for pet sitting and 
dog walking, (2) preparation for campus natural 
disasters or storm emergencies, and (3) avail-
able veterinarians, boarding kennels, pet sit-
ting, dog walkers, trainers and pet supply 
stores.  Additionally, PPP manages the off-
leash dog parks and develops new programs 
benefiting a majority of pets and their owners.   

 

FINANCIAL PROCEDURES 

Members are not assessed dues.  Voluntary 
donations are accepted and may be invited 
from time to time to support Board approved 
projects.  PPP is Resident Council-
sponsored activity. 

 

OPERATING PROCEDURES 

PPP is governed by a Board of Directors.  

Membership Meetings are held quarterly in 
the third month of the calendar quarter. 
 

 


